CHAPTER VI
THE TESTIMONY OF MONSIEUR HERRIOT
AMONG Moscow's guests of honour a special place must be
assigned to the former French Prime Minister, Edouard
Herriot; not only because his journey was a political event
of the first importance which initiated a complete change
in France's attitude towards Soviet Russia, but also because
it was M. Herriot's ambition to give to his Russian journey
and to the publication of its results the character of "a visit
for purposes of study by an experienced administrator."
M. Herriot too desired to be numbered among the prophets*
Now his name is known everywhere; he further claims the
authority of an unbiased traveller and skilled observer: the
result must be that every word uttered by him on Russia
meets with attention in the widest circles. M. Herriot's cate-
gorical declaration that there was no famine in Russia naturally
made the very greatest impression throughout Europe. His
duty to weigh his words was equally categorical.
There is, however, yet another reason why I must examine
in detail the evidence put forward by M. Herriot: the feet
that it was precisely in the year of the severest famine that
he made his journey of investigation. His action has had
a disastrous influence upon the incipient will to bring relief
to Russia which was beginning to make itself felt in a number
of countries. Letters published in Swiss papers (in the Berne
Bund) and elsewhere show to what a degree M. Herriof s
evidence hampered and misguided ready helpers. M. Herriot,
on his return, not only disputed the existe&ce of any famine
in Russia; he went on to say generally that people who talked
about a famine could be doing so only ia the interests of a
definite anti-Russian policy, of separatist tendencies, or the like.
Such assertions are apt to make the uninitiated see ia a false
light any attempts made to help the famine victims ia Russia,